Salute to Veterans
Middlesex County
American Legion for
Veterans called asking if
we could provide flowers for an event honoring five World War II
veterans. Lori Simpson
and Maureen Stewart
sprang into action to
make 16 bouquets for
the tables, to express our
thanks to the veterans
for their service in combat.

Upcoming
Events:
May 4, 2019
Plant Sale
May 12, 2019
Mother’s Day
Remember your mother by
making a gift to POFP at
POFProject.org/contribute
June 12, 2019
Volunteer Brunch,
Tewksbury Country Club
October 16, 2019
Spread the Joy Luncheon,
Tewksbury Country Club
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We Are Growing!
The Power of Flowers Project is now serving over 130
health-care and communitysupport organizations in 30
cities and towns. If you are
not impressed with that
benchmark, consider this:
We will soon deliver our
100,000 bouquet! Over the
past ten years, we have increased our delivery
of kindness at a
rate of 100% annually.
As this growth
continues, we
need the lights on
longer, a more
flexible workspace, and additional materials
for transporting
the bouquet materials.
We want to improve the
communication system that
allows our 100+ volunteers
to plan workshop activities,

and our database resources
need upgrades.
In short, the Power of
Flowers Project incurs the
same expenses as organizations with budgets ten
times ours. In order to
meet the current financial
needs of POFP and to

allow us to meet the
growth opportunities that
have been put on hold, we
are changing the way we
seek gift revenue.

This fall, we will launch our
first annual campaign. We
set a modest goal that will
be met by those who appreciate the work we do.
We will write to many and
ask for their support. We
will talk about the moments of cheer that our
bouquets bring. We will
talk about a few
strategic initiatives that we want
to pursue. And
we will talk about
our amazing volunteers who
make the Power
of Flowers Project products and
programs work,
and how much
they hope to continue.
An annual campaign is the
first step to financial sustainability. We will be asking for your support.

From The Volunteers’ Corner: Heidi and Phyllis Say...
It's been a lighter winter and with
the expectation of a warmer spring,
we are happy to invite you to our
Annual Plant Sale. Those little perennial heads will be popping out
soon, and our volunteers with gardens are eager to share our proven
perennials with the community.

Dargoonian Farms on Blanchard Street
in Andover, MA, dargoonianfarms.net.
This year’s raffle includes a beautiful
swan planter, and antique woven crib
filled with hydrangeas, and other items to
decorate your garden. Join us at 175
Chandler Street, 9 am to 1 pm, rain or
shine.

In addition to our perennials, you
will find grown annuals from

For more information, contact us at
978-226-8545, POFProject.org.

From the Executive Director
with small charities on capacity building, being Executive
Director of the Power of
Flowers Project is the crown
of my professional life. It is a
privilege to lead an organization whose mission is kindness. With a strong Board as
the mainsail, I am eager to do
my part to bring POFP to the
next level of service.

My first bouquet!
After I forged a career in
fundraising at large research
universities, then consulted

dures. But at the heart of
this organization are smart,
caring, generous volunteers
who believe there are no
impediments to delivering
hope.

Recently, I participated in a
flower therapy workshop at
an assisted living facility.
The bouquet-makers were
frail and slow but engaged
Of course, the challenges that and grateful. Our volunteers
POFP faces are almost stand- worked quietly, and with
ard with small nonprofits:
each bouquet constructed,
cramped quarters, limited
there was a prideful smile.
climate control, and merging
Most of my time this year
databases. And growth rewill focus on increasing gift
quires new, unfamiliar procerevenue. We want to deepen

the experience of those
who know us already.
There are many people who
believe in what we do, and
we want to invite them to
make an investment. And
for those who make an investment, we will thank
them in the most meaningful way.
There is no hard data that
proves what the effect of a
bouquet is, but we can
judge from the expressions
of joy when it is delivered.
Be in touch with us if you
want to share the joy.
Maureen@POFProject.org

Wanted: Flowers
When the wedding is over,
you can extend the beauty of
your flowers by donating
them to the Power of Flowers Project at
POFProject.org/contribute.

The Power of Flowers Project
also works closely with many
local Funeral Homes to receive
memorial flowers that families
wish to donate.

Our volunteers will refresh
the flowers you donate and
use them to create smaller
floral bouquets that will be
personally delivered to
people that need a smile.

If you are interested in donating
memorial pieces, please ask the
Funeral Director to contact us
at 978-226-8545 to make
arrangements for us to receive
the flowers.
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