MAKING A DIFFERENCE ONE FLOWER AT A TIME
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Leslie Kirle Named Executive Director
Leslie Kirle has accepted
the Executive Director’s
position at our eight year
old non-profit that has
delivered over 65,000 individual bouquets to seniors and others in need in
31 cities and towns in our
area. She replaces Joyce
Bellefeuille, the founder
of the Power of Flowers
Project, who will remain
with the organization in
an advisory capacity.
Kirle who holds a Masters
in Public Health has over

Upcoming Events:


8/12/17, Lowell Summer
Music Series, 6:30-9:30pm



9/27/17, 100 Bouquets
Chamber of Commerce
Event, 5:30-7:30pm



10/18/17, Spread the Joy
Luncheon, 11:00am1:30pm, Tewksbury
Country Club



Farmers Markets: check
out the complete schedule
on page 6



Flower Therapy Meetings:
please check our website
for the dates and locations

25 years of collaborative
experience in developing
and managing innovative
health care quality, consumer engagement, and
public health initiatives.
She was the Senior DirecNew Executive Director, Leslie
tor of Clinical Policy and
Patient Advocacy for the Kirle, on the left with Founder
Joyce Bellefeuille.
Massachusetts Hospital
Association for many
Robert Wood Johnson
years and, more recently, Foundation in the United
provided leadership to a
States, to improve the quallocal community, one of
ity of health care. She lives
sixteen funded by the
in Andover.

In the Pink!!
The Second Annual Volunteer Appreciation Brunch was held at the
Tewksbury Country Club on June
14th. There were over 65 volunteers in attendance, catching up
with each
Liz shows off her Pink Apron
other and
the progress
of the Power
of Flowers
Project.
Volunteers pause for a photo op!
With much
Pink Apron Award was presented to Liz
hoopla and
Jegasothy! Congratulations!
fanfare, the
(Continued on Page 5)
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From Our Founder...
Oh how I love
summer! Longer days, more
sunshine,
blooming gardens and vacations. A time to
slow down and be grateful for all
things.
I am grateful for all of our volunteers that make this possible. Our
workshop is a place where you

can leave your troubles at the
door. If you’re not having a great
day and are dealing with all the
stuff that life throws our way –
spending a few hours with flowers
and friends will surely lift your
spirits. There is always something
to be grateful for. Having an attitude of gratitude is one of the
easiest ways to be happy.
We have been very busy at the
Power of Flowers Project and have

Board of Directors
Lois Alves, Vice Chair
Joyce Bellefeuille,
Founder
Judy Burke, Dean,
Middlesex Community
College
Gayle Casper, Asst. VP,
Enterprise Bank
Linda Conrad, Chair
Patrice Dolan,
Dolan Funeral Home

Patrice Ficociello,
IT Specialist

James F. O’Donnell,
O’Donnell Funeral Home

Andrea Jackson, LGH
Team Walk Director

Andrew Olden, CPA

Leslie Kirle, Executive
Director
Maria Martin, ED,
BrightView at Concord
River
Anne Marie Messier,
Straightline
Management Solutions

Janet Dubner, Secretary

Michelle Silviera, Senior
VP, Jeanne D’Arc Credit
Union
Grace Tilton, Geriatric
Care Manager
Richard L. Williams, ED,
Blaire House at
Tewksbury
Kali Woodbridge,
IT Specialist

Marketing Grant From

Change is welcome, change is
good…
With gratitude,
Joyce Bellefeuille
Founder

er
Volunte

· Driver Flexible, licensed driver who can
lift 20 lbs. and use a cell phone/GPS for
flower pick-ups in our van within 15 miles
of our Tewksbury workshop.
· Volunteer Coordinator to help us with
recruiting, training, and retaining our
valuable workforce. Experience is nice
but not necessary.
· Grant Writer Your help in identifying
grants that are appropriate for us and/or
in writing grants for us would be a
tremendous help.

Excited To Be Collaborating With

Dana Home Foundation
For the third year, we are the grateful
recipients of a grant from this foundation which supports non-profits who
support the elderly. This year’s funding
will pay for a marketing consultant.

some very exciting news in this
third edition of our newsletter. I
am very excited to give you the
chance to catch up on all the
changes and events that have
happened in the past few months.

the Chamber of Commerce
On September 27, 5:30-7:30, the Power of Flowers Project will
be hosting a Networking event in collaboration with the Tewksbury/Wilmington Chamber of Commerce in our workshop.
Please join us.
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Join us for the

Third Annual Spread the Joy Luncheon!
bouquets and deliver them, free of
charge, to seniors and others in need
in 121 facilities in 31 cities and towns.
Each of these bouquets brought a
smile, a ray of hope, a caring connection to someone who may have felt
neglected or forgotten in assisted living, skilled nursing or hospice facilities, clinics, shelters, community
meals and veterans’ programs.

The Power of Flowers Project is proud
to announce that the Jeanne D’Arc
Credit Union is partnering with us as
the Presenting Sponsor for the third
annual Spread the Joy Luncheon at the
Tewksbury Country Club on October
18, 2017 from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
The Spread the Joy Luncheon is the
major annual fundraiser for the Power
of Flowers Project. Last year’s luncheon
was great fun and raised over $30,000
that allowed our volunteers to continue to rescue gently used flowers, repurpose them into 18,000 beautiful

This year’s Spread the Joy luncheon
will be the best yet! In addition to a
delicious plated lunch, you will have
the opportunity to bid on amazing

silent auction items, participate in a
huge raffle and wine pull, and learn
more about our joyful work .
Please save the date, support our mission and enjoy this fun-filled event with
a few of your family and friends, our
volunteers and our corporate and community partners. Spread the Joy tickets
can be purchased on our website at
www.powerofflowersproject.org . The
ticket cost is $50. If you can’t attend,
but would still like to help, donations
can be also be made at this website.

Spread the Joy Luncheon: Silent Auction/Raffle
We Need
YOU !
A key component of the
Spread the Joy Luncheon is
the Silent Auction / Raffle.
Last year we raised just under $10,000 thanks to the
generosity and hard work of
so many volunteers! We’re
turning to you, knowing that

you’ll come through once
again. At this point, we are
actively seeking items. As
we get closer to the event,
I’ll be looking for people to
wrap baskets and items, to
transport everything to
Tewksbury Country Club, to

help with set-up, manning
tables, selling raffle tickets,
checkout and breakdown.
Whew! So much to do! For
now, let’s concentrate on procuring wonderful pieces to
offer our guests.
There are two ways to do
that.
1) you can purchase items and
gift cards individually or with
friends

2) you can approach a business
or individual for a donation.
If you choose to ask for a donation, PLEASE talk to me, Jane
Rizzo, first. We don’t want to
have multiple asks being directed to the same businesses.
After we talk, I’ll prepare a
packet for you to take with you
that will explain who we are
and why we’re asking for their
help. Here’s what we need...

Go to Sign Up Genius to Pledge an Item
...and thanks so much in advance for your help!
* Baskets:

Chocolate /Candy basket; Movie basket ; Kitchen Basket; Italian Basket

* Lottery tickets
* Miscellaneous:

*Gift Cards

*Restaurant Gift Certificates

Vacation Get-away Package

Gift Card to a restaurant in Boston

Gift Card for wineries

Sports Tickets and Memorabilia

Concert Tickets

Fine Jewelry
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Here’s a Sneak Peek At Some of Our Silent Auction and Raffle Items
for October’s Spread the Joy Luncheon

1

2

3

4

1. Forest Path Lace Stole in a green bamboo
fiber. 30" X 80". Elegance itself.

7

2. Queen size bed quilt in the "Garden Rhapsody" design. Stunning quilt featuring Kaffe
Fassett designer fabrics in a kaleidoscope of
colors. All washable cotton. 80' X 90'.
3. One-of-a-kind, hand made clay "handbag"
vase. Truly a piece of art.

6

5

4. 11'X 14" framed original 'Tree of Life'
painting on hand made papyrus from sandallia
papyrus, Aswan,Egypt.
5. Black & Decker Electric Feed Trimmer
6. Brooks Brothers Italian silk woman's scarf,
gray and black. An elegant accessory.
7. Nook Tablet, 7".comes with charger.
The Power of Flowers Project is pleased to announce that we are now composting our floral
waste. Not only are we repurposing flowers and greens, bringing smiles to so many, but we are
also using those discarded stems and any unusable floral items to create compost to enrich the
circle of life...something else to smile about!!
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Plant Sale A Huge Success
Even though Mother Nature didn’t
cooperate, hardy volunteers and customers braved the rain to make this
second annual event successful. Hundreds of perennials dug from volunteers’ own gardens, nursery grown
annuals from The Greenery, and stunning raffle items brought sunshine
through the clouds.

About 40 perennials not sold were
planted by volunteers to augment
flower beds at the Senior Center after
the sale to show our appreciation for
the great support we had from this
Tewksbury treasure.
(Editor’s note: Looks like someone is doing a fine
job of supervising!

POF Volunteers dig in to find
homes for leftover perennials
at the Senior Center

In the Pink
Our volunteers are an overachieving bunch of talented
people! Many names were
put forward for the Pink
Apron and also as people deserving of recognition for the
many things they chair, lead,
and accomplish. Special kudos and tokens were given to:
·
Barbara Blanco for
chairing the very successful (read: regular income!)
recycling efforts back to the
industry
·
Barbara Martin for her
work on the very popular Victorian Tea

(Continued From Page 1)

·
Cindy LaPointe and Bob
Starbile, for regularly keeping
us cleaned up
·
Elaine Sousa for her pioneering work in our Social Media
·
Jane Rizzo for her delightful posters in the shop
promoting upcoming events
·
Lois Alves for her work
on our Spread the Joy Luncheon
·
Maria Fort for her taking
on the management of our
popular Flower Therapy Workshops

·
Phyllis Dougherty for the
amazing Plant Sale and follow-up
community service to the Tewksbury Senior Center
·
Rita Bowen for the tremendous energy and willingness in
the shop and elsewhere
Volunteering: The happiness
effect
When it comes to volunteering,
passion and positivity are the
only requirements. Learn more
about volunteering opportunities on our website:
www.powerofflowerproject.org
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Visit us on the Web!

P. O. Box 294
365 East Street
Tewksbury, MA 01876
978-226-8545

www.powerofflowersproject.org
Check us out on Face Book,
Twitter, and Pinterest!

one flower at a time

The Power of Flowers Newsletter is edited by Kathy Gauthier, dragau@comcast.net

Power of Flowers Project Mission Statement:
We rescue flowers, repurpose them into beautiful bouquets, and deliver them to seniors
and others in need in our community with the help of dedicated volunteers to bring
moments of joy and build caring, compassionate connections.

‘Tis the

...are

Season...

here!

DONATIONS
REQUESTED
Your donations help us continue to
bring smiles to the elderly and those
who are seriously ill.



Each year, the Power of Flowers Project welcomes this opportunity to spread the
joy of flowers and to spread the word about what we do: deliver bouquets made
of donated flowers by dedicated volunteers, to over 65,000 seniors and others in
need in this area. Stop by to meet us in our booth at the following Farmer’s Markets—perhaps there’s one in your community!

Gift Cards:

Gas


Stamps

July 9, 10am-1pm, Wilmington, 140 Middlesex Avenue across from the Common



Trash bags, 50 gallon size

July 20, 2-6:30pm, Chelmsford, 7 Academy Street on the Common



Disposable latex gloves,
medium and large

August 19, 9am-1pm,Tyngsborough, 252 Middlesex Road at the Littlefield Library
August 22, 3-7pm,Tewksbury, 1009 Main Street on the Common
September 7, 2-6:30pm, Chelmsford, 7 Academy Street on the Common
September 17, 10am-1pm, Wilmington, 140 Middlesex Avenue across from the Common

Donate a Birthday
Present To our Van
It’s 2 years old and the weather is
taking a toll on the floor on the
driver’s side. Give our 2015 Ford
Transit Connect floor mats:
$109.95 +$18 shipping.

September 30, 10am-2pm, Andover at 97 Main Street, Andover Historical Society
October 3, 3-7pm, Tewksbury, 1009 Main Street on the Common

WeatherTech Product #445991V
Online or 630-769-1500.
Thank you!

