MAKING A DIFFERENCE ONE FLOWER AT A TIME

The Power of Flowers News
April, 2017
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Upcoming Events:










5/6/17 Plant Sale, 9 am 1 pm, Tewksbury Senior
Center
6/2/17 Container Workshop, Weston Nurseries,
6-8 pm
6/4/17 Billerica Spring
Bike and Rodeo, Billerica
High School
6/11/17 Lowell Summer
Music Series with Jeanne
D’Arc Credit Union
6/14 Volunteer Appreciation Brunch, 9 am,
Tewksbury Country Club

Spring is a time to rethink
your gardens, to welcome
back our perennial friends
and to perhaps share some
of our garden bounty with
others. Towards that end,
The Power of Flowers Project
is holding a plant sale on
May 6th from 9:00 am to
1:00 pm at the Senior Center
in Tewksbury. We will be
selling perennials dug from
our own gardens and those
of friends and family. If you
don’t have perennials, perhaps you have house plants
that are getting out of control that you could divide
and share. This year we will
also sell annuals and veggies.

You can see there are lots of
pieces to this venture and
many hands make light work!
If you are not a gardener, we
could use your help in many
other ways. To volunteer or if
you would like more information, please contact Liz
Bentz, canebentz@yahoo.com
Volunteers assist customers at last
year’s POF Plant Sale.

Baked goods, coffee, water,
and gently used garden decorations and, of course, our
signature bouquets will be
available. Raffle items are
always a big hit and we’ll
have a few of them.

Second Annual Volunteer Appreciation Brunch
The Second Annual Volunteer Appreciation Brunch
and Pink Apron Ceremony
will be held at the Tewksbury Country Club on June
14th at 9:00 am. Invitations will be sent to all volunteers and we hope you
will RSVP with YES!
At the brunch, not only do
we take a well-deserved
break from the workshop,
we also enjoy a scrump-

tious brunch at the Tewksbury Country Club—less than
five minutes from our workshop. The Country Club staff
are thrilled to have us in
their neighborhood! Ballots
for the coveted Pink Apron
award will be sent out midMay. In addition to awarding
the Pink Apron, we are also
looking to recognize other
special contributions. Have
you seen or experienced

something awesome? Tell us!
We have the BEST volunteers!
(And we want to make sure
everyone knows!)
Every week we get a few
newbies interested in our
mission. Our Power Volunteer (PV) crowd makes sure
newbies are welcomed, initiated in our process, and
paired with mentors to enaContinued on page 2
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From the Executive Director...
As I write this today my
thoughts are on Spring
and the arrival of longer
days, sunshine and warm
showers – setting the
stage for renewal and
growth. I look at what we
have accomplished in just
these past 3 months and
the impact we have had
on the community. I cannot help but reflect on
the collective strength,
integrity and love of our
volunteers that makes
this all happen. We continue to deliver bouquets

to more than 350 people
each week and bring our
Flower Therapy Programs
to over a hundred seniors
each month – connecting
with so many in a meaningful and personal way.
I look forward to everything that this Spring has
to offer – digging in the
dirt, nurturing the soul
and building a strong organization that will be
here for years to come.
We are on our way and
need your help to contin-

ue our mission of connecting
with
seniors
through the power of flowers. There are so many
ways for you to make an
impact – just ask!
Together we can do great
things.
Think Spring.
With gratitude,
Joyce Bellefeuille
Executive
Director
Founder
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Volunteer Appreciation Brunch
ble them to succeed in
creating our signature
bouquets. Interested in
being a Power Volunteer?
Try being an assistant PV
to get a better idea of

what is involved. Learn
the many ways that our
PVs are supported with
documentation,
references, readily available
cheat sheets and more.

(Continued from page 1)

Volunteering may not be
about making a living, but it
sure is about making a life
worth living! Come play!
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Remembering a Special Mom for Mother’s Day
Remember those times
your mother made you
smile?

Return the favor this Mother’s Day. When you make a
donation in your mother’s
name to The Power of Flowers Project, you honor your

Apple Valley: “the residents and staff of Apple
Valley would like to
thank you for thinking of
our little family and sharing your beautiful flowers with us. What you do
is greatly appreciated.
Keep up the great
work!”
Bayberry at Emerald
Court, Tewksbury: “Your
beautiful flowers were
just the thing we needed
to create a festive atmosphere—it was much
appreciated by our residents and their families
and friends.”

mother with dozens of
hand-made bouquets delivered to those in need of a
smile.

er’s name is a unique way to
remember your mother or to
honor her memory this Mother’s Day.

A beautiful thank you card
will be sent per your instructions. You will have
the satisfaction of knowing
that your donation spreads
those smiles to the elderly,
veterans, critically ill, and
shut-ins across the Merrimack Valley.

Visit
our
website
www.powerofflowers.org
for more information.

A donation in your moth-

Here’s What POF
Recipients
Bedford
Council on
Have to Say...
Aging, Alison
Cservenschi,
Dir.: “You
most certainBillerica Crossing:
ly brightened
“Billerica Crossing looks
the day for
like a beautiful garden
many of our
with all of the pretty
seniors. Your program did
floral arrangements you
bring joy and smiles to the
put together for all of
seniors and staff at the
our residents. Thank you
Bedford Council on Agfor your thoughtfuling.”
ness.”

D O N AT I O N S R E Q U E S T E D
Here are a list of things that we can use for The Power of Flowers Project. Your donations
help us continue to bring a ray of sunshine to the elderly and those who are seriously ill.



Gift Cards:

Gas



Stamps



Trash bags, 50
gallon size



Disposable
latex
gloves,
medium
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P. O. Box 294
365 East Street
Tewksbury, MA 01876
978-226-8545

Making a difference

Visit us on the Web!
www.powerofflowersproject.org
Check us out on Face Book,
Twitter, and Pinterest!

one flower at a time

The Power of Flowers Newsletter is edited by Kathy Gauthier, dragau@comcast.net

Power of Flowers Project Mission Statement:
We rescue flowers, repurpose them into beautiful bouquets, and deliver them to seniors
and others in need in our community with the help of dedicated volunteers to bring
moments of joy and build caring, compassionate connections.

Partnering with

Victorian Tea: a Splendid Success!

The Power of Flowers Project
Cards, food, and flowers, there
are so many ways people express sympathy to grieving
friends and family. At the funeral home where I work, we
see many expressions of sympathy and flowers are certainly
a favorite. Depending on the
service we can have anywhere
from five to seventy-five floral
arrangements present at the
funeral home.
Before the
Power of Flowers, dispersing
flowers to various locations
after the service was a very
time consuming process.
We value our partnership with
the Power of Flowers because
the benefits to us at the funeral home are many. After a
service is complete, we place a
call and arrange a pick up for
those pieces to be donated. A
volunteer will arrive to pick up
the flowers for donation. This

clears the space for us to prepare for the next service and for
the arrival of new flowers.
Most importantly, our partnership with the Power of Flowers
provides comfort to the families
we service. Years ago, we would
educate families about their
options for dispersal of flowers
after a service. Now, they often
ask us about donating to Power
of Flowers because their message of making a difference, one
flower at a time, has reached so
many.
We would encourage any funeral
home in the area not currently
working with the Power of Flowers to reach out and see how a
partnership could impact your
business in a positive way.

Save the Date!!
Third Annual Spread the Joy Luncheon
11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Patrice Dolan
Dolan Funeral Home

October 18th
Tewksbury Country Club.

